
GCSE  Lesson 3: 

Do Now: 

1. What does the word ‘usurped’ mean? 

 

2. Why was England a prime target for invaders in 1066? 

 

3. What epidemic occurred in 1348? 

 

4. How did monasteries help medicine? 

 

I do: 

The textbook pages needed for this session are on the PowerPoint in your assignment. 

We Do: 

1. Use the words below to complete this overview of Edward’s reign: 

• Before facing the Normans at the Battle of Hastings, the new king Harold Godwinson faced 

two serious challenges to his position. 

 

• The first came from the _____________ claimant, ______________. 

 

• By rushing his army north, Harold was able to take the Vikings by surprise and win a huge 

victory at the Battle of ___________ Bridge. 

 

You Do: 

2. Use the words below to complete this overview of Edward’s reign: 

• Before facing the Normans at the Battle of Hastings, the new king__________ faced two 

serious challenges to his position. 

 

• The first came from the _____________ claimant, ______________. 

 

• By rushing his army north, Harold was able to take the Vikings by surprise and win a huge 

victory at the Battle of ___________ Bridge. 

 

 

3. Complete the fact-file for the Battle of Stamford Bridge. 

Date: 

Combatants (who was fighting): 

Victor: 

Reasons for victory: 

•   

Harald Hardraada Stamford Harold Godwinson Viking 

Harald Hardraada Stamford Harold Godwinson Viking 



•   

•   

•   

•   

 

 

4. What was important about Harold’s victory at the Battle of Stamford Bridge? (8 marks- 10 

minutes). 

 

For this type of question, you will need to explain two impacts or consequences (one for each 

paragraph).  Always decide on these before you write.  For thus first question, two impacts have 

been suggested for you.  

 

One reason Harold’s victory was important was because it secured his control of England. 

For example… 

This was important because… 

 

However, Harold’s victory was also important because it weakened his army before the Battle of 

Hastings. 

For example… 

This was important because… 

5. Explain what was important about William’s preparations for invasion in his successful conquest 

of England in 1066. (8 marks- 10 minutes). 

 

 

 

 


