
GCSE  Lesson 2: 

Do Now: 

1. Who were the Witan? 

 

2. When was the NHS created? 

 

3. How did people react to the plague in 1665? 

 

4. Who was Hippocrates? 

 

I do: 

The textbook pages needed for this session are on the PowerPoint in your assignment. 

You Do: 

1. Define the following key terms: 

Key Term Definition 

Succession  

Claimant  

Usurped  

Oath  

 

2. Use the information below to complete the four diagrams: 

Military Strength Support from the Nobles

Wealth Links to the previous king

Harold's Claim to the Throne.



 

 

Military Strength Support from the Nobles

Wealth Links to the previous king

William's Claim to the 
Throne.

Military Strength Support from the Nobles

Wealth Links to the previous king

Harald's Claim to the Throne.



3. How convincing is this interpretation of the strength of William’s claim to the throne? (8 marks- 

10 minutes). 

Between the death of Edward the Confessor and William’s coronation what mattered the most 

was the ability to use military force to uphold a claim, an ability in which William was unrivalled 

by his competitors.  Without this, William’s claim would have led to nothing.  With it, he was 

able to remove all opposition to his rule, leaving him as the only claimant.  It was only after this 

that Norman chroniclers were able to stress the relationship between Edward and William, 

emphasising that he had been promised the throne and Harold had usurped it.  It is of course 

important to note that this was not a new method of claiming the throne; several previous kings 

had all come to power through force of arms, and William’s claim was further made possible by 

Edward’s shifting decisions about who would eventually succeed him, leaving no-one with a solid 

claim to the English throne. 

From a 2015 article ‘William of Normandy’s claim to the English throne; examining the evidence’ 

by Jacob Deacon, www.medievalist.net 

The first task in addressing an interpretation like this is to find the claims made in the 

interpretations.  In later examples you will need to find these yourself, but for this example they 

are supplied below: 

- Military power was the most important factor in deciding succession. 

- William was the strongest military leader. 

- Edward had not made clear who his successor should be. 

Use the highlighter tool to highlight where the author makes these above claims in the 

interpretation.  Then use the structure below to write to paragraphs in answer to the questions.  

You can write two paragraphs explaining how the interpretation is or isn’t convincing, or do one 

of each: 

This interpretation is/ is not convincing as it suggests… 

For example, the author says… 

This is/ is not convincing because [Use detailed own knowledge to support or challenge this 

claim] 

 

This interpretation is/ is not convincing as it suggests… 

For example, the author says… 

This is/ is not convincing because [Use detailed own knowledge to support or challenge this 

claim] 

We Do: 

4. Explain what was important about Harold’s position in 1066 during the succession crisis of 1066. 

(8 marks- 10 minutes). 

One thing that was important about Harold’s position in 1066 was the fact that he was from a 

powerful English family.  This was an important position to be in in 1066 as it gave him influence over 

the other earls and bishops that made up the Witan.  This would allow him to influence the Witan 

http://www.medievalist.net/


into selecting him to being king and would therefore better his position to that of William who was in 

Normandy.  

You do:  

5. Explain what was important about Harold’s position in 1066 during the succession crisis of 1066. 

(8 marks- 10 minutes). 

 

 

 

 

 


