
GCSE  Lesson 1: 

Do Now: 

1. Who was king of England in January 1066? 

 

2. What was the major battle that took place in October 1066? 

 

3. Why was Florence Nightingale important for health? 

 

4. Who was Galen? 

 

I do: 

The textbook pages needed for this session are attached below. 

You Do: 

1. Use the words below to complete this overview of Edward’s reign: 

• Edward the____________ was effectively the last __________ king of England.  He became 

king in 1042 when the previous Viking king ___________ died. 

 

• When Edward first came to England, he relied on the support of the _________- the most 

influential men in England.  The most powerful was ____________. 

 

• Relations between them were different throughout Edward’s reign.  They even rebelled 

against Edward in 1051.  By the end of his reign, ________________ was extremely powerful 

and acting as Edward’s _____________. 

 

2. Define the following key terms: 

Key Term Definition 

Saxon  

Earl  

Godwin  

Sub-regulus  

Exile  

Witan  

 

Cont. Next page 

 

 

 

Sub-regulus Earls Harthacanute Confessor 

Harold Godwinson Saxon Earl Godwin  



3. Read through the table below, which shows the key developments in Edward’s reign.  For each 

event, decide who is more powerful: The King or the Godwins.  You can choose both if you think 

power is evenly shared. 

Event 
Edward has the most 

power 
Godwins have the 

most power 

Edward took the throne.  He gained the support 
of the Godwin family and agreed to marry Earl 

Godwin’s daughter Edith. 
X X 

In 1051, Edward announced William (Duke of 
Normandy) as his successor.  Earl Godwin was 
furious and rebelled against Edward.   Godwin 

was defeated and exiled. 

  

The Godwins returned with a fleet and sailed up 
the Thames.  The Witan forced Edward to 

reinstate the Godwins. 
  

In 1053 Earl Godwin died.  The Godwin family 
now controlled only one earldom (Wessex), 

where Harold Godwinson was earl. 
  

However, by 1057 he Godwins had secured a 
number of other important positions.  They now 
controlled every part of the country apart from 
Merica.  Their annual income was greater than 

the King’s. 

  

Harold won a number of important military 
victories and became the most powerful earl in 
the kingdom.  He was appointed sub-regulus. 

  

 

4. Write an account of Edward’s reign to show how his power changed (8 marks- 10 minutes). 

To answer an account question successfully you need to plan how to divide the narrative in a 

clear way.  The opening line of each paragraph below gives you a suggestion for this question. 

Give specific evidence for each paragraph and then complete the sentence starter to link this 

information to the question of how Edward’s power changed. 

Stage 1: 1042-51 

At the beginning of his reign Edward relied heavily on the Godwin family for support… 

Edward’s power was limited because… 

Stage 2: 1053-57 

With the death of Earl Godwin in 1053 thee power of the Godwins was reduced.  However, they 

soon rebuilt their control over key positions in the kingdom… 

In this periods, Edward’s power changed as… 

Stage 3: 1057-66 

Towards the end of his reign, Edward became less interested in ruling.  Harold’s power increased 

significantly… 

In this period, Edward’s power changed as… 



 



 


