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Textiles  
Full Course Name: AQA GCSE Art and Design Textiles (8201, 8202, 8203, 8204, 8205, 8206) 
 
Exam Board: AQA 
 
Exam Board Website Link: www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206 
 
Course Description and Overview: This course has been designed to allow students to develop knowledge 
and understanding during the course through a variety of learning experiences and approaches, including 
engagement with sources. This will allow them to develop the skills to explore, create and communicate 
their own ideas. Students will demonstrate these skills through the development, refinement, recording, 
realisation and presentation of their ideas through a portfolio responding to an externally set assignment. 
There are two main components to this course: 

Component 1: Portfolio – Students will work on an extended project based on a specific theme or 
style. 
Component 2: Externally set assignment - AQA will provide a separate externally set assignment that 
students must complete. 

Assessment Structure: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Component 1: Portfolio 

COMPONENT 1 PORTFOLIO 
What's assessed 
A portfolio that in total shows explicit coverage of the four assessment objectives. It must include a 
sustained project evidencing the journey from initial engagement to the realisation of intentions 
and a selection of further work undertaken during the student’s course of study. 

How it's assessed 
No time limit 
96 marks 
60% of GCSE 

Non-exam assessment (NEA) set and marked by the school/college and moderated by AQA during 
a visit. Moderation will normally take place in June. 

EXTERNALLY SET ASSIGNMENT 
What's assessed 
Students respond to their chosen starting point from an externally set assignment paper relating 
to their subject title, evidencing coverage of all four assessment objectives. 

How it's assessed 
Preparatory period followed by 10 hours of supervised time 
96 marks 
40% of GCSE 

Non-exam assessment (NEA) set by AQA; marked by the school/college and moderated by AQA 
during a visit. Moderation will normally take place in June. 
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How will this course develop communication? Students will independently plan their own projects, based 
on their own inspirations and creativity, then develop their ability to justify each choice that they have 
made.  Students develop their ability to reason, provide examples and evidence for each of the choices that 
they make; often presenting their ideas to their teacher or group as they showcase their work.  These are 
skills that are so important in students’ further education and future careers, when they are tasked with 
presenting meaningful information to others. 

How will this course develop character? Students learn to work independently and have a wide range of 
skills to master; taking a lot of hard work and perseverance.  It is when students see their projects bear the 
fruit of their efforts that they see the value of this, especially when projects are showcased around school or 
presented in galleries of local partners in our community.  Some of our Art and Design work is currently 
being displayed in a local hotel and has received extremely positive feedback. 

How will this course make my child smile? Students take a lot of satisfaction from being allowed to plan 
and create their own projects, based on their own passions and interests; providing students with the 
opportunity express themselves creatively in a way that some other subjects cannot.  To gain first-hand 
experience of the skills required for success in this subject and to explore the inspirational work of others in 
the field, students will be invited to go on a trip to London Student Fashion Week, where they will have the 
opportunity to watch catwalk shows from famous designers. 

Course Leader: Miss Holder – Head of Art and DT 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


