
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Ref: KSL/ Whole School Letter  

 

Friday 6th December 2019  

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

We are coming towards the end of the autumn term and there are many things to celebrate but here 

are just a few highlights: 

 Year 7 have been taking part in Bikeability awareness courses ensuring they can ride a bike 

safely.  Well done to all those who have passed so far! 

 Students have been involved in an Echo Eternal drama and art project exploring Rwandan 

genocide to raise awareness of atrocities across the world. 

 Year 7 and 8 students have been working with ReCreate drama group on understanding the 

dangers of extremism. 

 Year 11 have had presentations from Cadbury College, university students, and an inspirational 

tutor to help guide their choices for when they leave. 

 The ‘Speakers Trust’ worked with a group of Year 10 students on confidence in public speaking. 

 Dr Nira Chamberlain delivered an inspirational talk to Year 9 and 10 students about 

mathematics.  Dr Nira Chamberlain will become the President of the Institute of Mathematics 

and its Applications, was a new entrant in the 2018 PowerList at number 5, and holds the title 

as 5th Most Influential Black Person in the UK.  It was an absolute privilege to host such an 

inspirational role model. 

 Student leaders have been elected in all year groups – well done to all the successful leaders! 

Year 11 continue to show commitment to their studies through lessons and after school ‘Accelerate’ 

intervention classes.  All Year 11 students will sit a full set of mock exams when we return in January 

to see the progress made since the start of October exams.  Furthermore, there are a number of 

students who also have external modular exams.  More details will follow in a separate letter.  

 

At City Academy Birmingham all staff strive to give students the best opportunities at all times.   

High standards of behaviour are an essential part of achieving excellence and something we work to 

achieving every single day.  As part of our behaviour management strategy, for the last two weeks of 

this term we will be having a push on standards in lessons.  There will be a ‘zero tolerance’ approach 

to students who are disrupting the learning of others.  If students are disrupting the learning, they will 

be removed from the lesson and placed in the restorative justice room for the remainder of that 

lesson where they will be asked to complete tasks to reflect on their behaviour and remind them of 

the City Way expectations.  Students removed from a lesson will be issued a 60 minute detention for 

the following Friday.  If a student is removed from more than one lesson in that week they will be 

secluded for a day.  Parents will be informed in advance of the seclusion day if this is to be the case.  



 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

I am confident that all parents and carers will support our initiative in ensuring all students are able to 

learn without disruption.  Please do not hesitate to contact myself or Miss Lewis, Assistant 

Headteacher, if you have any queries about this strategy. 

 

Visitors to City Academy Birmingham regularly comment on the presentation of our students stating 

they are very smart compared to many other schools.  This sense of pride in how we look is important 

to us.  Just as important is, our students being ready to learn by being fully equipped for schools. 

From January, students are expected to have the following equipment in a pencil case at all times: 2 

blue/black pens, green pen, pencil, ruler, rubber. 

 

To maintain the safety of all students, metal combs are not allowed in school.  Students are welcome 

to bring plastic combs although of course these should be stored in bags during lessons to avoid 

distractions. 

 

Please be reminded that you can quickly and easily check whether your child is eligible for free school 

meals by using the following link: https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/birmingham this check takes 

less than a minute to complete. If for any reason you are unable to access the internet please contact 

our school reception and we will be happy to make the application on your behalf. 

 

Key dates: 

Thursday 12th December – Year 10 Parents’ Evening 4-7pm 

Friday 13th December – Christmas Jumper Day in aid of Save the Children (voluntary donations 

welcomed).  Students must still be in full school uniform but may wear a Christmas jumper also. 

Friday 20th December – Break up 12:30 

Tuesday 7th January – Students return to school at 8:25am (Staff training day Monday 6th January)  

 

And finally, it remains for me to wish all families a very happy Christmas and a healthy new year! 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Miss K. Slater 

https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/birmingham

