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History 
Full Course Name: GCSE History B (Schools History Project) (J411) 
 
Exam Board:  OCR 
 
Exam Board Website Link: https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/history-b-schools-history-project-
j411-from-2016/  
 
Course Description and Overview:  
Topic 1: People's Health 1250-Present 
This study covers changes and continuities in public health in Britain from 1250 to present.  It looks at 
changes to society and beliefs and the ever-growing involvement of the government to help understand the 
most significant changes and improvements of each period. 
 
Topic 2: The Norman Conquest 1065-87 
This study enables learners to understand the complexities of the Norman Conquest and how politics, 
religion, economics and social and cultural identities in England changed between 1065 and 1089.  Students 
will look at late Anglo-Saxon and early Norman England, and begin to understand the diverse lives of Saxons 
and Normans in this period. 
 
Topic 3: Kenilworth Castle 
Students will study Kenilworth Castle over its 900-year history.  It helps students to create a connection with 
the past and helps to develop their skills as historians.   
 
Topic 4: The Making of America, 1789-1900 
 
This period of study follows an unfolding narrative of the making of America from the inauguration of 
Washington in 1789 to the end of the nineteenth century when the USA was on course to become the 
world's dominant super-power.  Learners will look at the experiences of white, black and Native Americans 
and understand their complex relationships. 
 
Topic 5: Living under Nazi Rule, 1933-1945 
This study enables learners to understand the impact of the Nazi dictatorship on people's lives both within 
Germany and across occupied Europe.  It explored the interplay of economic, social, racial and cultural 
forces at work in these societies. 
 
Assessment Structure: 
Paper 1: 1 hour 45 minutes, 40%, 80 marks. 
Section A: People's health 1250-Present 
Section B: The Norman Conquest 1065-87 
 
Paper 2: 1 hour, 20%, 50 marks. 
History around us 
 
Paper 3: 1 hour 45 minutes, 40%, 80 marks. 
Section A: The Making of America, 1789-1900 
Section B: Living under Nazi Rule, 1933-45 
 
 
How will this course develop communication? The course will help to develop communication through 
constructing logical arguments that showcase their knowledge and historical skills.  In lessons there will be 
plenty of opportunities to debate and share ideas in a respectful forum that celebrates and challenges 
different opinions with rigour and critical thinking. 
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How will this course develop character? The course will give students the ability to express opinions in a 
well-evidenced and reasoned manner.  It will help them to develop their critical thinking skills and help them 
to begin to think about how complex events and issues are linked. The content of the course will engage the 
students’ curiosity and develop their ability to research the things that capture their imagination.  The 
course also develops students’ ability to problem solve and analyse the world that surrounds them. It is 
through developing these skills, that students build their own self-confidence in expressing their thoughts 
and feelings effectively, which is a skill that is transferable to higher education and employment. 
 
How will this course make my child smile? The trip to Kenilworth Castle is always a highlight of the 
course, where students study how the castle changed through time as a result of social and political 
changes, as well as the need to develop defences to new weaponry. This trip takes place in Autumn of Year 
10.  Students find this aspect of the course particularly interesting, as they are able to explore the links 
between the different periods they’ve learnt about and the changes that have taken place. 
 
Contact Information of Course Leader:  Mr. Hetherington - Head of Humanities  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


