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Geography 
Full Course Name: GCSE Geography B - Geography for enquiring minds (J384) 
 
Exam Board: OCR 
 
Exam Board Website Link: http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-geography-b-geography-for-
enquiring-minds-j384-from-2016/  
 
Course Description and Overview: Our GCSE in Geography B encourages students to ‘think like 
geographers’ by encouraging them to ask questions about recent geopolitical issues and the world around 
them. This qualification integrates fieldwork and geographical skills into the content and assessments giving 
a holistic approach to the subject. 
 
Students will: 

Develop and extend their knowledge of locations, places, environments and processes, and of 
different scales including global; and of social, political and cultural contexts. 
Gain an understanding of the interactions between people and environments, change in places and 
processes over space and time, and the interrelationship between geographical phenomena at 
different scales and in different contexts. 
Develop and extend their competence in a range of skills including those used in fieldwork, in using 
maps and Geographical Information Systems (GIS) and in researching secondary evidence, including 
digital sources; and develop their ability in applying sound enquiry and investigative approaches to 
questions and hypotheses. 
Apply geographical knowledge, understanding, skills and approaches appropriately and creatively to 
real world contexts, including fieldwork, and to contemporary situations and issues; and develop 
well-evidenced arguments drawing on their geographical knowledge and understanding. 

 
Assessment Structure: The qualification is broken down into 3 exam papers, made up of the following 
topics: 
 
Paper 1 – Our Natural World (Physical Geography) – 1 hour 15 mins. 

Global Hazards 
Changing Climate 
Distinctive Landscapes 
Sustaining Ecosystems 

 
Paper 2 – People and Society (Human Geography) – 1 hour 15 mins. 

Urban Futures 
Dynamic Development 
UK in the 21st Century 
Resource Reliance 

 
Paper 3 – Geographical Exploration (Geography skills) 1 hour 30 mins. 

Geographical skills 
Decision making exercise  

 
How will this course develop communication? Students will develop their ability to analyse and interpret 
different kinds of data and present it in a range of ways that allow it to be understood by others.  This is a 
useful skill for later in life in many careers where ideas and concepts are shared. 
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How will this course develop character? Geography is a tough, rigorous course, but it encourages 
students to think deeply about some quite complex topics and move out of their comfort zone when taking 
part in fieldwork that involves wading in rivers to take samples.  These activities require determination and 
grit, which only develop through being challenged and challenging yourself.  Through exploring and 
analysing significant world issues, students develop an appreciation of the difficulties that some of the 
world’s poorest communities face; helping them to develop empathy and the importance of helping others. 
 
How will this course make my child smile? Geography fieldwork is tough but can be very fun and 
rewarding; getting out in to part of the environment that they wouldn’t usually be able to and learning 
about how it came to be this way.  Students love this aspect of the course and often reflect on it as the 
highlight of their 3 years of study. 
 
Human Geography fieldwork takes place in Brindley Place during September of Year 11.  Students create 
their own land use survey along the canal, to understand how the area has changed over time and what 
effect this has had on the local economy.  With staff providing ‘Remote Supervision,’ teachers allow students 
to work on their own in teams, developing their own investigative and geographical skills. 
 
Physical fieldwork takes place two weeks later in Dovedale in the Peak District.  Students investigate what 
effects the River Dove’s velocity and depth has on the material in the river bed.  To do this, students have to 
don waders and enter the river at several points, to take their own measurements that help them to prove 
or disprove their hypothesis. 
Other trips are also being planned for years 9 and 10, so watch this space! 
 
Contact Information of Course Leader:  Mr. Hetherington - Head of Humanities  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


