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  English Literature 
 
Full Course Name: GCSE English Literature (8702) 
 
Exam Board: AQA 
 
Exam Board Website Link: https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702 
 
Course Description and Overview: Students currently study:  A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens; William 
Shakespeare’s Macbeth, J.B Priestley’s An Inspector Calls and the Power and Conflict cluster of Poetry. 
Throughout the course, students focus on four fundamental elements: 

1. CComprehension: understanding a word, phrase or sentence in context; exploring aspects of plot, 
characterisation, events and settings. 

2. Critical reading: identifying the theme and distinguishing between themes; supporting a point of 
view by referring to evidence in the text. 

3. Evaluation of a writer’s choice of vocabulary, grammatical and structural features: analysing 
and evaluating how language, structure, form and presentation contribute to quality and impact; 
using linguistic and literary terminology for such evaluation 

4. Comparing texts: comparing and contrasting texts studied, referring where relevant to theme. 
 
Assessment Structure: The course is composed of two exam-based assessments: 
 
Paper 1- 19th Century texts and Shakespeare and 19th Century text-  
Duration: 1hr 45 minutes  
50% of the GCSE English Literature course  
Paper 2- The Modern text and Poetry-  
Duration: 2hrs 15 minutes 
50% of the GCSE English Language 
 
How will this course develop communication? Over the course duration students will learn to: 
Produce clear and coherent writing about literature for a range of purposes such as: to describe, explain, 
summarise, argue, analyse and evaluate; discussing and maintaining a point of view; selecting and 
emphasising key points; using relevant quotations and using detailed textual references.  They will also 
learn to communicate using effective and accurate spelling, punctuation and grammar.  
 
How will this course develop character? Through the literary world, students gain a broadened 
understanding of the wider world and different cultures.  Students are given the opportunity to discover 
characters or poems that they can identify with, therefore validating their own experiences. Literature 
encourages us to be sensitive to the full spectrum of human experiences, which has a positive effect on 
decision making on a daily basis. In addition, it helps to refine our own writing skills and expand vocabulary.  
 
How will this course make my child smile? The study of English Literature is full of opportunities to 
explore a diverse range of texts that are part of our rich British literary heritage.  Students have the chance 
to engage with their texts through the use of drama in the classroom, as well as visits to the theatre. Last 
year we took all KS4 students to watch Shakespeare’s Macbeth, an outing that really helped our students to 
understand the play in full. We are particularly proud of our Poetry Slam, which is a spoken word 
competition for all students in the school aimed at developing an appreciation for poetry in its various 
forms. Poetry Slam takes place in the summer term and gives students the opportunity to express their 
feelings and ideas about a range of issues relevant to them. We also aim to communicate with some of the 
authors we study. Last year, we were delighted to hear from Benjamin Zephaniah, a renowned poet and 
author of Refugee Boy who replied to the letters our students sent to him.  Our integrated approach to the 
subject means that we encourage our pupils to see English Literature as a vital way in which we can access 
the world we live in as well as share our own experiences.  
 
Contact Information of Course Leader: Mrs. Peters-Clarke - Head of English 

English Department  


