
KS4 Assessment and Reporting Guide 



Starting Points and Target Setting 
• When students arrive in Year 7 they sit a number of assessments 

including CAT4 tests, GL Assessments (Maths & English) and 
Spelling/Reading tests. 

• During KS3 and continuing throughout KS4, students are regularly 
retested. 

• This information is used along with KS2 primary school data to set 
students target grades. At the beginning of each academic year 
throughout KS4, students will be set the following targets:

EOY Min Target – This is the minimum target grade students should 
achieve at the end of the current academic year. 

EOY Asp Target - This is the aspirational target grade students 
should achieve at the end of the current academic year. 



Target Setting and Pathways 

 KS 4 Min 
Target

Year 9 
Target

Year 10 
Target

Year 11 
Target

 KS 4 Min 
Target

9 9 9
8 8 8
7 7 7 7
6 6 6 6 6
5 5 5 5 5
4 4 4 4 4
3 3 3 3 3
2 2 2 NS 2
1 1 NS NS 1
U NS NS NS U

KS 4 Pathways

7 8

The table above demonstrates the expected ‘progress flight path’ of 
students at KS4. For example, if a student is expected to achieve at 
minimum grade of 5 at the end of Yr 11, they would be expected to 
achieve  a grade 3 in Yr 9 and a grade 4 in Yr 10.  



Progress

• There is little research to support the assumption that progress 
advances neatly, like climbing the steps of a ladder. The idea 
of ‘flight paths’ gives the impression that ‘progress’ is 
something that advances in even, incremental, measurable 
steps.

• However, it is doubtful that when learning is happening in the 
brain progress has this sort of order to it.

• We may not be able to measure learning, but what we can do 
is observe and record the outward signs of learning. We can 
use this information to make assumptions of where students 
are at in relation to GCSE grade descriptors. 



Pathways . . . 9-1 Descriptors

• On our school website, each subject at KS4 has published a 
pathways document  which provides a 9-1 descriptor for GCSEs.

• These descriptors provide an indication of the knowledge, skills 
and concepts students need to know in order to achieve each 
grade. 

• As you can imagine, these documents only provide a framework 
in order to measure progress and should be used in conjunction 
with exam board specifications which outline the specific 
knowledge and skills students need to learn. 



High Expectations and Challenge

• If students are consistently achieving above their aspirational 
target in English, Maths, Science and the majority of their 
subjects they will receive a:

- A new, more challenging, aspirational target grade.
- A personal congratulations letter home from the Headteacher.
- A City Academy Excellence Badge for their blazer. 
- A CORE Award
- A picture on the Pathways Wall of Honour. 



Frequently Asked Questions

How will I know my child’s target grade?

At the start of each academic year students will receive their target 
grades and it will be recorded in their passport. Target grades will 
also be available on school reports that get sent home at the end of 
each term. 

How can I support my child?

Based on parent/carer feedback, we have designed our 9-1 GCSE 
descriptors to be straight forward and simple. This allows parents 
and carers to identify exactly what students need to be able to do for 
each topic in every subject. Moreover, on our school website we 
have provided links to exam board specifications which again can be 
used to audit learning and support students. 


