
KS3 Assessment and Reporting Guide 



Starting Points and Target Setting 
• When students arrive in Year 7 they sit a number of assessments 

including CAT4 tests, GL Assessments (Maths & English) and 
Spelling/Reading tests. 

• This information is used along with KS2 primary school data to set 
students a target grade (the destination). 

• Following the removal of national curriculum levels (e.g. 3c, 3b and 
3a), we have decided to use the following scale/targets when 
assessing students at KS3 (Yr 7 to Yr 8):

Lower demand 
knowledge, skills 

and concepts

Higher demand 
knowledge, skills 

and concepts



Progress

• There is little research to support the assumption that progress 
advances neatly, like climbing the steps of a ladder. The old 
system of levels and sub-levels gave the impression that 
‘progress’ is something that advances in even, incremental, 
measurable steps.

• However, it is doubtful that when learning is happening in the 
brain progress has this sort of order to it.

• We may not be able to measure learning, but what we can do 
is observe and record the outward signs of learning.



Measuring Progress

• For each subject at KS3, each topic has a defined list of 
knowledge, skills and concepts that students need to learn (the 
destination). This ‘criteria’ has been split into three distinct 
grades:  

Lower demand 
knowledge, skills 

and concepts

Higher demand 
knowledge, skills 

and concepts

• If a student has a target of ‘securing’ they will need to 
demonstrate that they have mastered all of the criteria in 
‘emerging’ and ‘securing’. 



Pathways . . . to the destination!
• On our school website, each 

subject at KS3 has published a 
pathways document  which 
defines the knowledge, skills and 
concepts that students need to 
know at each grade (emerging, 
securing and mastering). 

• Subject leaders have also 
published a knowledge organiser 
for each topic. A knowledge 
organiser is a set of key facts or 
information that pupils need to 
know and be able to recall in 
order to master a unit or topic. 



Measuring Progress

• Although a student may have the same target grade 
throughout KS3, the criteria of each grade may get 
progressively more difficult and new knowledge and skills are 
always being introduced at each topic. 

• For instance, the securing content in the third term of Year 8 
may be challenging or a completely new concept than the 
securing content in the first term of Year 7. 



High Expectations and Challenge

• If students are consistently achieving above their target in 
English, Maths, Science and the majority of their subjects they 
will receive a:

- A new, more challenging, target grade.
- A personal congratulations letter home from the Headteacher.
- A City Academy Excellence Badge for their blazer. 
- A CORE Award
- A picture on the Pathways Wall of Honour. 



Frequently Asked Questions

How will I know my child’s target grade?

At the start of each academic year students will receive their target 
grades and it will be recorded in their passport. Target grades will 
also be available on school reports that get sent home at the end of 
each term. 

How can I support my child?

Based on parent/carer feedback, we have designed our pathways 
criteria to be straight forward and simple. This allows parents and 
carers to identify exactly what students need to be able to do for 
each topic in every subject. Moreover, each subject has produced 
knowledge organisers that can be used as a revision and homework 
aid. 


